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Dear Clare 

Thank you for your letter of 9 July 2020, and for the opportunity to provide the Education and 
Skills Committee with further information from the Education Recovery Group (ERG). The 
Committee’s points are addressed below: 

Scientific advice 
The scientific advice on physical distancing in schools and school transport was published by 
the COVID-19 Advisory Sub-Group on Education and Children’s Issues on Thursday 16 July. 
This advice, along with advice on monitoring and surveillance, will inform the way in which 
schools can re-open safely on 11 August, if infection rates continue to remain low. The 
Education Recovery Group will continue to consider all the latest scientific advice from the 
Advisory Sub-Group as we develop comprehensive guidance to give confidence to our 
school communities that the safety and wellbeing of children, young people and staff is of 
paramount importance as we welcome them back to school. The sub-group’s advice will 
continue to be made widely available by being published online. 

Physical distancing, PPE, testing and suspected new cases 
The scientific advice – which is conditional upon continued suppression of the virus and 
other mitigations being in place – suggests that no physical distancing is required between 
children and young people in primary schools and secondary schools to ensure a safe 
return, although the advice notes that the evidence is less clear for older children. However, 
efforts should be made to maintain 2-metres’ physical distancing between adults, and 
between adults and children who are not from the same household. This includes non-staff 
adult visitors to the school, contractors, deliveries, and so on.  
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For the majority of staff in schools, the advice suggests that PPE will not be normally be 
required or necessary. Schools and local authorities already have set risk assessment 
processes for the use of PPE. Following any risk assessment (individual or organisational), 
where the need for PPE has been identified it should be readily available and provided and 
staff should be trained on its use. The use of PPE by staff within schools should be based on 
a clear assessment of risk and need for an individual child or young person, such as 
personal care where staff come into contact with blood and body fluids or lift children and 
young people. 
 
Details on the approach to outbreak management and surveillance testing are currently 
being developed with Public Health Scotland and we are actively discussing these protocols 
and mitigations with ERG members. Full details will be set out in our guidance which will be 
published on 30 July. 
 
Vulnerable children and Equity 
Learning hubs for vulnerable children and key workers have remained open over the 
summer and meeting the learning needs of pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds continue 
to be a priority as we plan for the safe re-opening of schools. 
 
Nationally, an agreed definition of “vulnerable” was shaped by the COVID-19 Children and 
Families Collective Leadership Group and agreed between Scottish Government, Local 
Government, Police Scotland and other partners. This has been helpful in ensuring we are 
considering the needs of all children and young people.  
 
It important to note that Hubs may not always be the setting for providing support and 
contact and alternative support planned around their individual needs may be more 
appropriate.Although some vulnerable children did not attend hubs, alternative placements 
(for example with childminders) were sought where particular needs were identified, where 
support was asked for, or where there were significant concerns. The judgement of the 
children’s sector professionals, across sectors and organisations, is vital in assessing 
vulnerability and planning support. Relationships are key, and where families can work with 
people they trust, have a connection to and who know them best has been possible, this has 
often continued.  
 
Local authorities and schools have put in place a range of approaches to tackle digital 
exclusion, such as repurposing school IT equipment and providing internet connectivity. In 
addition, £9 million has been invested in 25,000 laptops – with internet access provided – for 
disadvantaged children to support learning outside school. This is the first phase of a £30 
million commitment to support digital inclusion. We expect that the initial 25,000 devices will 
be with learners who need them at the start of the new term. 
 
The Scottish Government reiterate their commitment to take stock of the impact of Covid-19 
on equity. Supporting those children and young people from disadvantaged backgrounds 
and closing the attainment gap remains a definining mission of this government. We have 
been engaging with stakeholders from across the system on how best to take forward this 
work in a manner that adds value to the recovery process. 
 
Workforce and Funding 
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The Scottish Government are providing £100 million over the next two years to help support 
the return to school. This new funding will see investment to tackle the impact of coronavirus 
in our schools, and will include investment in teaching resources and other work to support 
children and young people’s health and wellbeing and attainment. 

This comes on top of the £30 million already agreed to promote digital inclusion amongst 
children and young people and it complements the £12.6 million made available to ensure 
free school meals continue to be provided over the summer for those in need. 

Councils and schools now have the ability to redirect Attainment Scotland Funding to help 
mitigate the impact of school closures on our most disadvantaged families and to make 
adjustments to existing plans to be delivered as schools return. There are countless 
examples of this, such as providing tablets to support digital learning at home and transport 
to enable learners to attend hubs and supporting home-school link workers to maintain 
regular contact with children. 

The Scottish Government have also confirmed that more than £250 million in Pupil Equity 
Funding will be made available to 97% of schools over 2020/21 and 2021/22. 

The Scottish Government and COSLA are working closely to understand the resource 
implications of Education Recovery, meeting regularly to consider the costs that will be 
incurred as we return to schools safely. This includes increasing the numbers of teachers 
and support staff to intensify assistance for children and young people as they return to face-
to-face education and help to mitigate for and learning loss.  

As the revised guidance for local authorities on re-opening schools is finalised, we expect 
that these discussions on resouricing will continue, and we will provide further detail on those 
in due course. 

Timescales for key guidance and decisions on the reopening of schools 
• 16 July: Publication of scientific advice on physical distancing and school transport
• 17 July: CERG meeting 16
• 22 July: CERG meeting 17
• 23 July: DFM statement to Parliament
• 24 July: CERG meeting 18
• 27 July: Education & Skills Committee
• 29 July: Cabinet meeting
• 30 July: FM Routemap review statement

Confirmation of the position regarding reopening schools in August 
Publication of guidance on reopening schools in August 

JOHN SWINNEY  CLLR STEPHEN McCABE 
Deputy First Minister and   Children and Young People 
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills Spokesperson, CoSLA 
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